


iniassDOT 
7 AP EAs 


Massachusetts Department of Transportation 


Ga) Red Line 
ron Blue Line 


CONNECTOR 


Public Hearing 


May 3, 2010 






Project Overview 


Charles/ MGH Station ™ 


O Possible Elimination or Relocation of 
Bowdoin Station 


© 1500’ extension of Blue Line to {* 
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Project Goals 


Oo Connect the only two of Boston’s rapid 
transit lines that do not intersect 


O Improve mobility & regional access for East 
Boston, North Shore, & Cambridge 


O Enhance access to MGH and surrounding 
medical facilities 


O Reduce congestion on Downtown transfer 
stations 


O Boost transit ridership 
O Reduce automobile travel through Downtown 
O Improve air quality 
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Project History/Development 


Oo Service in Corridor 


e Streetcar service initially used tunnel, with 
some through service to Cambridge 


e Rapid transit vehicles replace trolleys in 1924 
e Bowdoin became the end of the line 
e Charles/MGH opens in 1932 
1986 Feasibility Study & Final Report 
Central Artery Mitigation Measures 
2007 Expanded Environmental Notification Form 
2008 SIP Commitment 
2010 DEIR 


OO 0 0 O 
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Process/ Schedule 


Deliverable/ Process 


Project Start Date 12/2008 In Process 
Working Group Participation 3/2009 - Present In Process 
Alternative Analysis Report Posted 2/2010 Complete 
DEIR MEPA Filing 3/31/2010 Complete 
Environmental Monitor Notice 4/7/2010 Complete 
MEPA Comment Period 4/7 — 5/21/2010 In Process 
Secretary’s Certificate Issued 5/28/2010 cEst.) 
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Draft Environmental Impact Report 


O The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) “shall 
present ... a reasonably complete and stand-alone description 
and analysis of the project and its alternatives, and an 
assessment of its potential environmental impacts and 
mitigation measures” 

O Three alternatives are evaluated in the DEIR: 

e No-Build Alternative 


e Alternative 1: Red Line/Blue Line Connector with 
Elimination of Bowdoin Station 

e Alternative 2: Red Line/Blue Line Connector with 
Relocation of Bowdoin Station 


O Other alternatives were considered and eliminated early in the 
project, as documented in the EENF. 
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Key Outcomes of Alternatives Analysis 


O Cut and cover vs. mined tunnel 

e Substantially higher cost 

e Would disrupt traffic and neighborhoods 
Could not preserve Bowdoin Loop 
Length much longer due to not being able to use tail tracks 
Deeper track profile due to vent structure 
Additional crossover & signals east of Government Center 
Additional power substation needed 


O 
O 
O 
O 
O 
O 


Existing MBTA Red Line Piers 6 & 7 require underpinning 
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Preferred Alternative 


O MassDOT has chosen Alternative 1, extending the Blue Line to 
Charles/MGH Station and eliminating Bowdoin Station as the 
Preferred Alternative. 


eee | Alternative 1 Alternative 2 


Daily Users 8,020 50) 
Annual O&M Costs $15M $16M 
Schedule 6 years, 3 months 

Current Capital Costs $621M $718M 
Escalated Capital Costs $748M $866M 
Environmental Impacts Reduced VMT and air pollutant compounds 


Increased access to transit, shorter travel times 


Y = Preferred Alternative 
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Resources Evaluated 


O Land Use O 
O Historic and Archaeological O 
Resources O 


O Parks and Recreation Areas 
oO Environmental Justice O 


O Traffic (vehicles, bicycles, and o 


pedestrians) O 


Oo Noise and Vibration 


Gel Red Line 


F> Blue Line 





Utilities and Stormwater 
Groundwater 


Existing Transportation 


Services 
Air Quality 
Visual Environment 


Hazardous Materials and 


Solid Wastes 
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Environmental Analysis 


O Temporary Impacts: 

Traffic Flow/Parking 

Air Quality 

Noise/Vibration 

Utility/Stormwater System Alterations 


Oo 0 © © 


Generation of Hazardous Materials and 
Solid Waste 
O Permanent Impacts: 


o Ground-borne noise (multi-family 
residences near Charles/MGH Station 
crossover) 


© Potential Groundwater Dewatering 
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Construction Mitigation 


O Air Quality 


e Provide dust protection 


O Water Quality/Stormwater 


e Implement a SWPPP in accordance 


e Use low emission fuel, equipment and with NPDES/DEP standards 
rocedures to reduce air emissions . 
P © Hazardous Materials and 


enone Solid Waste 
e Use specially-quieted construction 
equipment and locate stationary equipment 
away from sensitive sites 


e Perform subsurface investigations 
prior to excavation 


e Treat/dispose of contaminated soil or 


e Minimize nighttime construction in 
removed groundwater 


neighborhoods 
O Vibration 


e Use special non-impact construction 
equipment e Restore and recharge groundwater 


Oo Soils/Groundwater 


e Conduct monitoring program 


e Monitor sensitive buildings for vibration 
damage 
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Construction Mitigation - Traffic 


Oo Traffic 


e Provide temporary detours 

e Coordinate with emergency response and hospitals 
e Construct temporary pedestrian walkways 
e 


Provide temporary alternative parking arrangement for Massachusetts Eye and 
Ear Infirmary 


Red Line Tue Lise Connector Mroject 
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Legend 


Detour Routes: 
memes Cambricge Street WB 
mes Local Access Only 
mums Cambricge Street EB 
mas Hew Sudbury Street 
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Submitting Comments on DEIR 


O Comment period ends on May 21, 2010 


O Secretary of EEA accepts comments submitted electronically, 
by mail, via fax or by hand delivery 


Oo Any agency or person may submit written comments 
concerning the project, its alternatives, its potential 
environmental impacts, mitigation measures and adequacy of 
the DEIR 


O A transcript of the public hearing component of tonight’s 
meeting will be submitted to EEA and your testimony will be 
accepted as official comments 


O Those commenting tonight may still submit written comments 
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Any Questions? 


MassDOT Project Manager: 
Scott Hamwey 
617-973-7210 


Scott. Hamwey@state.ma.us; 


Public Involvement: 
Nancy Farrell or Regan Checchio, 


617-357-5772 (nfarrell@reginavilla.com; 
rchecchio@reginavilla.com). 


PROJECT WEBSITE: www.mass.gov/massdot/redblue 


| Red Line 
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